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WHERE LAY EVIDENCE
APPEARS MOST
The diagnostic codes most often found in decisions containing general lay-
evidence language.
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MEASURE

Decision count, not grant rate
BAR CEILING

100,000 decisions
CONDITION SET

Top 10 diagnostic codes

These bars count decisions where a diagnostic code appeared in the general lay-evidence set. A larger
count can reflect claim volume, how often lay observations matter, or both. It is not a ranking of claim
strength.

READ FIRST

DECISION COUNTS BY DIAGNOSTIC CODE
1 Hearing loss

DC 6100
93,282

2 Posttraumatic stress disorder
DC 9411

92,557

3 Tinnitus
DC 6260

56,671

4 Degenerative arthritis
DC 5003

47,943

5 Lumbosacral or cervical strain
DC 5237

46,044

6 Sleep apnea syndromes
DC 6847

44,155

7 Hypertension
DC 7101

38,975

8 Intervertebral disc syndrome
DC 5243

37,282

9 Migraine
DC 8100

35,973

10 Knee instability or recurrent subluxation
DC 5257

30,790
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Every bar uses a fixed ceiling of 100,000 decisions. Counts printed beside the labels are authoritative.

TOP TEN

THREE THINGS THE RANKING DOES NOT SHOW

HOW TO READ IT

NO

Not a grant-rate chart
The count does not show the percentage of
appeals granted or denied for the
condition.

NO

Not prevalence
The list does not estimate how many
veterans have each condition.

NO

Not evidence sufficiency
A detected lay-evidence reference does
not show that the evidence was
competent, credible, or decisive.

USE THE PATTERN TO FIND BETTER QUESTIONS
What can a lay witness observe?

Onset, continuity, frequency, flare-ups,
functional limits, and visible changes may be
within firsthand knowledge.

What still needs medical evidence?

Diagnosis, complex causation, aggravation, and
condition-specific testing often require
competent medical evidence.

What does the condition guide add?

Use the diagnostic-code page for rating criteria,
evidence patterns, examination issues, and
condition-specific limitations.

PRACTICAL USE

High-volume conditions have more opportunities to appear. Compare this chart with condition-specific evidence and outcome
research before drawing conclusions.

VOLUME CHANGES
THE CHART

RateMyVSO.net
Research-backed VA claim education

SOURCE AND METHOD
https://ratemyvso.net/bva-data/lay-evidence-insights.json
Weekly JSON-driven guide. Data generated 2026-09-23T02:04:15.838Z.
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