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GERD DIRECT-CLAIM DENIALS

Why direct service-connection claims fall short in the classified Board record.

4,724 27% 21% 52%

CLASSIFIED DENIALS MISSING NEXUS MISSING DIAGNOSIS NO IN-SERVICE EVENT

SHARE OF CLASSIFIED DENIALS CLASSIFIED DENOMINATOR
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No medical nexus - 27%
n=1,281

. . o
n=2,434

. . o
No current diagnosis - 21%
n=1,009

Among 4,724 classified service-connection denials. These Board patterns describe the published record and do not
predict an individual claim.

WHAT TO DOCUMENT DIGESTIVE CLAIM FILE

Current diagnosis In-service event or onset

Confirm the current digestive diagnosis with the
appropriate clinical and testing record.

Document symptoms, disease, injury, exposure,
treatment, or onset during qualifying service.

Medical nexus Complete history

Use a reasoned opinion connecting the current
condition to the in-service element.

Reconcile service records, lay evidence,
symptom course, treatment, and competing
explanations.
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Evidence first. Details matter.
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