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SHARE OF ALL SCANNED DECISIONS
Causation link argued (secondary to / caused by / due
to)

35.7%
105,632 decisions

Range of motion measured in degrees 24.5%
72,316 decisions

In-service back or neck injury documented 22.5%
66,525 decisions

Flare-ups and additional functional loss addressed 21.1%
62,505 decisions

Radiculopathy or EMG/nerve-conduction findings 17.3%
51,206 decisions

MRI or imaging of the spine 12.2%
36,017 decisions

Physician-prescribed bed rest (incapacitating episodes) 9.2%
27,266 decisions

Denominator: 295,592 scanned back decisions. Categories overlap. Marker presence does not mean the evidence controlled the outcome. Findings are descriptive and do not predict an individual claim.
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BACK EVIDENCE THEMES RESEARCH
An orthopedic blueprint for service connection, examination evidence, functional loss, and the current rating
schedule.
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