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BOARD GRANT RATE
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1992-2026
DECISION YEARS

PATHWAYS IN GRANTED SMC-S DECISIONS
C L A S S I F I E D  G R A N T S

61.4%
Statutory housebound

One service-connected disability rated 100 percent, plus separate service-

connected disabilities combining to at least 60 percent.

38.6%
Housebound in fact

The required total disability plus substantial confinement to the dwelling and

immediate premises with no reasonable expectation of improvement.

TOP REASONS SMC-S IS DENIED
D E C I S I O N  C O U N T S

Not substantially confined to dwelling 1,435

No single disability rated 100% 1,065

No additional 60% disability 970

Not permanently bedridden 112

Vision or blindness criteria not met 22

These are appealed Board outcomes, not overall VA claim outcomes. Pathway shares describe classified grants. Denial themes can overlap.
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Read the predicate. Prove the function.

Educational material, not legal advice.

Rules and rates checked July 2026.

B O A R D  D E C I S I O N  R E S E A R C H  ·  R A T E M Y V S O
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§WHAT 16,118 BVA SMC-S
APPEALS REVEAL
Board decisions from 1992 through 2026 show the overall outcome, two entitlement

pathways, effective-date volume, and common denial themes.


